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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The term "thin-plate-like" in claims 1-27 is a relative term which renders the claims 
indefinite. The term "thin-plate-like" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The recitation "thin-plate-like" is 
deemed vague and indefinite. It is unclear what is meant by "thin-plate-like"? Clarification is 
requested. 

Claims 12 and 13 recite the limitation "the plurality of gap portions". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 1 , 4-20, and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by IP 
8-1916. 

JP 8-1916 discloses a thin plate-like protective film comprising a thin plate-like material 
main body (Fig. 8, #3) which protects a protected thin plate-like material structure, wherein 
projections (Figs. 7 and 8, #4) are arranged continuously in predetermined areas of the thin plate- 
like material main body so as to extend from the main body, the projections each having a crown 
portion (Fig. 7, at the tip of #4), a surface of which is substantially parallel with a main surface of 
the protected thin plate-like material structure, and a side wall portion surrounding the crown 
portion (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claim 4, the side wall portion is inclined (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding 
claim 5, the crown portions of the plurality of projections project in different directions from the 
main surface of the thin plate-like material main body (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claim 6, the 
plurality of projections include first projections (Fig. 7, #4) projecting from one surface of thin 
plate-like material main body, and second projections (Fig. 7, #4) projecting from the other 
surface of thin plate-like material main body, the first and second projections being arranged 
alternately along a direction in which the projections are arranged (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claim 
7, the plurality of projections have an equal width in the direction in which the projections are 
arranged (Fig. 1, #23). Regarding claim 8, the plurality of projections have different widths in 
the direction in which the projections are arranged (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claim 9, the plurality 
of projections are line-symmetrically arranged (Fig. 1, #23). Regarding claim 10, the plurality of 
projections are non^line symmetrically arranged (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claims 1 1-13, a gap 
portion is formed between the plurality of projections (Fig. 7, #4) wherein some of the plurality 
of gap portions have an equal length and some of the plurality of gap portions have different 
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widths. Regarding claim 14, the projection is generally trapezoidal as viewed from an end 
surface side of the thin-plate-like material main body (Figs. 1 and 6, #23). Regarding claim 15, 
the projection is U-shaped as viewed from one surface side of the thin-plate- like material main 
body (Fig. 1, #23). Regarding claim 16, the projection is generally semicircular as viewed from 
one surface side of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claims 17 and 
18, the protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises interconnect patterns and electronic 
components so that the predetermined areas of the thin plate-like material main body are not 
superimposed on the interconnect patterns or electronic components (Figs. 7 and 8; also see page 
2, paragraph 0002). Regarding claim 19, the electronic components are semiconductor chips (see 
page 2, paragraph 0002). Regarding claim 20, the thin-plate-like material main body is long 
enough to protect the protected thin-plate- like material structure which is also long (see Figs. 7 
and 8). Regarding claim 23, the thin-plate-like material main body has a sheet form so as to 
protect the protected thin-plate-like material structure, which also has a sheet form (see Figs. 7 
and 8). Regarding claim 24, the predetermined areas of the thin-plate- like material main body are 
two opposite side areas of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 7, #4). Regarding claim 
25, the predetermined areas ,of the thin-plate-like material main body are at least four side areas 
of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 3, #23). 

Regarding claim 26, JP 8-1916 discloses a thin-plate-like protective film comprising a 
long thin-plate-like material main body which protects a long protected thin-plate-like material 
structure (Fig. 3), wherein conductive layers (see page 7, paragraph 0012) are provided at least in 
areas of the thin-plate-like material main body other than at its widthwise opposite ends. 
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Regarding claim 27, the conductive layers are provided on respective surfaces of the thin-plate- 
like material main body (see page 7, paragraph 0012). 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 9, 1 1, 12, 17-23 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hamuro et al. (US 4,633,370). 

Hamuro et al. discloses a thin plate-like protective film comprising a thin plate- like 
material main body (Fig. 1, #1) which protects a protected thin plate- like material structure, 
wherein projections (Fig. 1, #4) are arranged continuously in predetermined areas of the thin 
plate-like material main body so as to extend from the main body (see col. 3, lines 25-30), the 
projections each having a crown portion (Figs. 1-4, #8), a surface of which is substantially 
parallel with a main surface of the protected thin plate-like material structure, and a side wall 
portion surrounding the crown portion (Figs. 1-4, #8). Regarding claim 2, a surface of the crown 
portion is a plane (Figs. 1-4, #8). Regarding claim 4, the side wall portion is inclined (Figs, 1-4, 
#8). Regarding claim 7, the plurality of projections have an equal width in the direction in which 
the projections are arranged (see col. 3, lines 25-55). Regarding claim 9, the plurality of 
projections are line-symmetrically arranged (Fig. 1, #4). Regarding claims 11 and 12, a gap 
portion (Fig. 1, between #4) is formed between the plurality of projections (Fig. 1, #4) wherein 
some of the plurality of gap portions have an equal width. Regarding claims 17 and 18, the 
protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises interconnect patterns and electronic 
components (Fig. 1, #2) so that the predetermined areas of the thin plate-like material main body 
are not superimposed on the interconnect patterns or electronic components. Regarding claim 19, 
the electronic components are semiconductor chips (see col. 3, line 62). Regarding claim 20, the 
thin-plate-like material main body is long enough to protect the protected thin-plate-like material 
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structure which is also long (see col. 3, lines 25-30). Regarding claim 21, the protected thin- 
plate-like material structure comprises sprocket holes (see col. 3, lines 56-61) so that the 
predetermined areas of the thin plate-like material main body are in proximity to the sprocket 
holes. Regarding claim 22, the protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises sprocket 
holes (see col. 3, lines 56-61) at its widthwise opposite ends, and the predetermined areas of the 
thin-plate-like material main body are widthwise opposite ends of the thin-plate-like material 
main body. Regarding claim 23, the thin-plate-like material main body has a sheet form so as to 
protect the protected thin-plate-like material structure, which also has a sheet form (see Fig. 1 
and col. 3, lines 25-30). Regarding claim 25, the predetermined areas of the thin-plate-like 
material main body are at least four side areas of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 9, 
#15). 

Regarding claim 26, Hamuro et al. discloses a thin-plate-like protective film comprising a 
long thin-plate-like material main body which protects a long protected thin-plate-like material 
structure (Fig. 1, #1), wherein conductive layers (Figs. 1-4, #2, #2a, #2b) are provided at least in 
areas of the thin-plate- like material main body other than at its widthwise opposite ends. 
Regarding claim 27, the conductive layers are provided on respective surfaces of the thin-plate- 
like material main body (Fig. 1, #2). 

6. Claims 1-4, 7-23 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sakurai (US 6,216,419). 

Sakurai discloses a thin plate-like protective film comprising a thin plate-like material 
main body (Fig. 3, #1 1) which protects a protected thin plate-like material structure, wherein 
projections (Fig. 3, #1 1 A) are arranged continuously in predetermined areas of the thin plate-like 
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material main body so as to extend from the main body, the projections each having a crown 
portion (Fig. 4B, #1 ICY), a surface of which is substantially parallel with a main surface of the 
protected thin plate-like material structure, and a side wall portion surrounding the crown 
portion. Regarding claim 2, a surface of the crown portion is a plane (Fig. 4B, #1 ICY). 
Regarding claim 3, the crown portion is provided with a plurality of contacts (Fig. 4C, #1 ICY). 
Regarding claim 4, the side wall portion is inclined (Fig. 4B, #1 ICY). Regarding claim 7, the 
plurality of projections have an equal width in the direction in which the projections are arranged 
(Fig. 4 A, #1 1A) Regarding claim 8, the plurality of projections have different widths in the 
direction in which the projections are arranged (Fig. 4B, 1 1 A). Regarding claim 9, the plurality 
of projections are line-symmetrically arranged (Fig. 4, #1 1A). Regarding claim 10, the plurality 
of projections are non-line symmetrically arranged (Fig. 4, #1 1A). Regarding claims 1 1-13, a 
gap portion (Fig. 4, between #1 1A) is formed between the plurality of projections (Fig. 4, #1 1 A) 
wherein some of the plurality of gap portions have an equal width and some have different 
widths. Regarding claim 14, the projection is generally trapezoidal as viewed from an end 
surface side of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 4, #1 1A). Regarding claim 15, the 
projection is u-shaped as viewed from one surface side of the thin-plate- like material main body 
(Fig. 5A, #12). Regarding claim 16, the projection is generally semicircular as viewed from one 
surface side of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 6A, #12B). Regarding claims 17 and 
18, the protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises interconnect patterns and electronic 
components (Fig. 6, #13) so that the predetermined areas of the thin plate-like material main 
body are not superimposed on the interconnect patterns or electronic components. Regarding 
claim 19, the electronic components are semiconductor chips (see col. 5, lines 11-13). Regarding 
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claim 20, the thin-plate-like material main body is long enough to protect the protected thin- 
plate-like material structure which is also long (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4A, #1 1). Regarding claim 21, the 
protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises sprocket holes (see col 7, lines 15-21) so 
that the predetermined areas of the thin plate- like material main body are in proximity to the 
sprocket holes. Regarding claim 22, the protected thin-plate-like material structure comprises 
sprocket holes (see col. 7, lines 15-21) at its widthwise opposite ends, and the predetermined 
areas of the thin-plate-like material main body are widthwise opposite ends of the thin-plate-like 
material main body. Regarding claim 23, the thin-plate-like material main body has a sheet form 
so as to protect the protected thin-plate-like material structure, which also has a sheet form (see 
Fig. 3, #1 1). Regarding claim 25, the predetermined areas of the thin-plate-like material main 
body are at least four side areas of the thin-plate-like material main body (Fig. 3, #1 1A). 

Regarding claim 26, Sakurai discloses a thin-plate-like protective film comprising a long 
thin-plate-like material main body which protects a long protected thin-plate-like material 
structure (Fig. 3, #1 1), wherein conductive layers (Fig. 6, #13) are provided at least in areas of 
the thin-plate-like material main body other than at its widthwise opposite ends. Regarding claim 
27, the conductive layers are provided on respective surfaces of the thin-plate-like material main 
body (Fig. 6, #13). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Catherine Simone whose telephone number is (571)272-1501. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Catherine A. Simone 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 
March 18,2005 
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